Emergency Preparedness for Your Pets
As pet parents, we all understand the importance of providing our pets with the proper
nutrition, exercise and care in order to ensure their health and happiness. Often
overlooked, however, is the significance of planning for your pet’s safety and care in
the event of an emergency. Here in Sacramento, we know the threats and dangers
associated with flooding, wildfires and earthquakes; and although many families are
prepared for these events, and may have detailed and practiced plans in place if a
disaster were to strike, these plans frequently do not include specific instructions for
making sure the family pet is looked after.
Pet parents should follow seven quick steps to confirm your pet’s safety during an
emergency:
1. Ensure your pet can be identified by both a microchip and collar ID tag and that
contact information is up-to-date.
2. Prepare a “Pet Emergency Go-Kit” of pet supplies that is readily accessible in an
emergency.
3. Display a pet rescue decal on your front door or window to let first responders
know there is a pet in the house. Include your veterinarian’s contact information.
4. Learn where your pet likes to hide in your house when frightened. Finding your pet
quickly will help you evacuate faster.
5. Identify a location to take your pet if you need to leave your immediate area. Keep
in mind that disaster shelters for people may not be open to pets. Scout hotels and
motels with pet-friendly policies in advance and ask relatives or friends if they could
house you and your pet.
6. Carry a picture of your pet in the event of separation.
7. If you need to evacuate, consider taking a pet carrier or crate for transport and
safe-keeping.
Being prepared is the best step families can take to ensure they, and their pets, are
ready to face an emergency together.
Families looking to learn more about disaster preparedness and safety for their family
(including pets) can visit www.ready.gov/animals.
Brought to you by your Sacramento Area Animal Shelters

CAN YOU
TAKE CARE OF
YOUR

PET
IN AN
EMERGENCY?
TIPS TO HELP SECURE YOUR PET’S
SAFETY IN AN EMERGENCY:
1

Use a microchip or collar ID with
up-to-date contact information

2

Put a pet rescue decal on the door or
window so first responders know a pet
may be inside

3

Know where to look for your pet if they’re
afraid so that you can evacuate faster

4

Have a pet-friendly place in mind to go in
case you have to leave your home

5

Carry a picture of your pet in the
event of separation

6

Take a pet carrier or crate with you
for transport and safe keeping

YOUR PET EMERGENCY GO-KIT
SHOULD INCLUDE:
Basic first aid supplies
A 3-day supply of bottled water and the pet’s
preferred food, held in a waterproof container
Safety harness and leash
Waste clean-up supplies
Medications and a copy of
the pet’s medical records
List of veterinarians and local
pet care organizations
List of the pet’s feeding routine
and any behavioral issues
Comfort items, such as a blanket or
favorite toy, to help keep the pet
calm and comfortable

““In our part of the country wildfires can spread and change
direction with little notice, and being prepared to
immediately evacuate your home with your pet is
essential for the safety of the whole family.”
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Nancy McKenney
CEO Marin Humane
Novato, California
Member of the Hill’s Disaster Relief Network

www.hillspet.com/petprepared

